NEBRASKA LIONS FOUNDATION

***POINTS TO PONDER***
(AS OF OCTOBER 2021)
WHAT IS THE NEBRASKA LIONS FOUNDATION (NLF)?
· Founded in 1960 ~~ 15 Committees ~~ Over 100 participating members ~~ not-for-profit 501c(3)

· Purpose:  Fund projects larger than any one Club or Clubs would be able to accomplish

· Officers (24 voting members) : Chair, Chair Elect, Secretary, Treasurer, Immediate Past Chair,
     Trustees (3 per District), Council Chair, 4 District Governors, Council Secretary, Council Treasurer
· Total Assets > +/_ $1.2 million   Annual Income > +/_ $240K   Annual Expenses > +/_ $180K

· Funds managed by Foundation ~~ General (operating) funds & Endowment (investment) funds

· For more info go to ~~ www.md38.com ~~ click on Nebraska Lions Foundation

· Every Nebraska Lion is a member of the NLF!!  The NLF is YOUR Foundation!!!  

INDIVIDUAL ASSISTANCE

· Up to $1000.00 absolutely free for medical issues to those needy in your community who qualify!

· Help needy persons in your local community with larger medical projects than your Club can do alone.

· To get matching funds you must first apply to your District Governor for district assistance & then to the  NLF for assistance.  NLF can match up to $1000 of club & district assistance already provided.

· District & NLF Assistance Forms located at www.md38.com website under Home/Documents/MD38
· Contact the current NLF Assistance Chairperson if you have questions or need help (2021-2022)         
     Wayne Hinerman ~~ Cell:  402-613-7872 or Email: w_hinerman@hotmail.com 
CAMP COMMITTEE

· The Committee is currently working with Camp Floyd Rogers at Camp Comeca to offer a Diabetes Camp

· Will replace Kamp Kaleo

· Working Camp specifics with area hospitals & the American Diabetes Association

· New Camp start date for 2022 ~~ to be determined
· Maximum attendance 1st year ~~ to be determined
· Age requirements ~~  to be determined
FOCUS-ON-HEALTH (FOH) (Diabetes Awareness)
· FOH fosters a positive relationship between the Nebraska Lions Clubs, their Foundation,

           the local medical professional communities & the people of Nebraska.

· FOH enhances diabetes awareness to Nebraskans & brings to the local medical

     professionals the latest protocols for diabetes detection, treatment & follow-up.

· FOH produces and/or distributes Diabetes Awareness informational materials to the public through

     the Nebraska Lions Clubs
· FOH has created an ongoing positive partnership/relationship with the following

           health related organizations:  CIMRO of Nebraska; Nebraska Department of Health & Human                         
           Service; American Diabetes Association; Blue Cross/Blue Shield; Lions Clubs International     
           Foundation & numerous other benefactors.

PUBLIC RELATIONS

· Informs Nebraska Lions about what their Foundation is doing & can do for them

· Placemats:  Great for Club functions ~~ 1000 placemats for $65

                   Contact:  PCC Gordon Smith, Kearney Lions Club ~~ Email: lionslvhere@charter.net
· Assists Foundation committees in getting information disseminated about their activities
· Developed pop-up display & table display units to advertise NLF work & achievements
· Encourage District Governors to use pop-up displays during their visits to Clubs
HEARING

· Every Lions Club should be collecting hearing aids ~~ all styles & condition are accepted.

· Be sure to include extra batteries, cases, manuals, etc.  Get all used hearing aids to the NLF

Hearing Committee:  Chairperson Idajane Martinez > Email: idajanemartinez123@gmail.com          or phone (402) 202-4910.

               -     In-ear hearing aids are turned into the lab for a credit which funds the hearing committee.  Behind-

                      the-ear hearing aids are refurbished by the lab for applicants to receive & use.

· Helps people (age 19-64) with hearing issues, including help with hearing aids based on a validated need.

· The NLF Hearing Committee also provides $1000 per year to Hear U hearing bank for individuals under 19 years of age, supports hearing service dogs and provides funding for “Becoming an Outdoor Family for

 the Hearing Impaired.”

· Nebraska Hearing Aid Bank supported by “YOUR” Foundation is an excellent, viable source for refurbished hearing aids.  Lions Hearing Aid Bank is located at the Barkley Hearing, Speech & Language Clinic.  Dr. Stacie Ray manages the three (3) Hearing Aid Banks (Hear U, Lions Hearing Aid Bank, & the Sertoma Hearing Aid Bank.
· Application Forms are available at NLF website at www.md38.com, Home/Documents/NLF 
· Application forms requesting hearing aids are approved/denied by financial need by Nebraska Commission for the Deaf & Hard of Hearing (NCDHH).  Hearing Advocacy Specialist assisting
Lions is Abigail Giambatti.

· Mail applications to Nebraska Commission for the Deaf & Hard of Hearing, 4600 Valley Road,
Suite 420, Lincoln, Nebraska 68510 http://nedhh.nebraska,gov (800) 545-6249.

· The Foundation pays $100 per hearing aid the applicant requires.  A form is available to validate
additional expenses through the NLF Hearing Committee. 
LONG-TERM FUNDRAISING

· Working to devise ways to promote our Foundation & to insure the Foundation’s future.

· Current Projects:  Life Insurance Estate Planning, Smile.Amazon.com (0.5% of purchase cost)

· For estate planning & life insurance ~~ consider a specified amount &/or a percentage of the policy

· The Committee & Foundation are always open to new ideas ~~ let us hear your views & suggestions!!

· Giving Partners ~~ A program for Clubs to contact & seek local businesses help in sponsoring the NLF
FINANCIAL INVESTMENTS

· Oversees the management of the NLF’s stocks & bonds, & the separate Endowment Fund

· Recommends to the NLF Executive Officers & Trustees buying/selling of assets to insure growth &

protection over time & changing market conditions

MOBILE SCREENING UNIT (MSU)
· Since 1987, the MSU has served Nebraska schools & communities screening participants for blood sugar/

          blood pressure/vision/hearing/glaucoma

· Over 30,000 miles traveled each year ~~ 40,000 students in 240 schools scheduled for 2021-2022
· Visits are made to public events ~~ county fairs, health fairs, church activities; corporations; schools

· Volunteer training to support the MSU is conducted on-site before the event
· Currently operating two Dodge vans ~~ screening equipment set up inside local facilities
· Costs:  Corporation/Public > $200 per day     Schools > $150 first day, $100 subsequent days

        -    Plus lodging & meals for driver, if necessary, paid by sponsoring Lions Club
· Supported by Nebraska Lions Foundation, Blue Cross/Blue Shield, Lions Clubs Int’l Foundation

· The MSU must be scheduled through Lion Allen Darell in writing.  Lion Allen can be reached at:

             14517 R Street, Omaha, NE 68137 Cell: 402-320-0718 or EM:  msusupport@centurylink.net 

· MSU Driver > Past Council Chair/Past Foundation Chair Allen Darell  Cell:  402-320-0718
· MSU Driver > Past District Governor Steven Steward  Cell: 308-325-9893                  
OPENING EYES

· Nebraska Lions have touched thousands of “Special Athletes” lives in the span of 17 years.

· Provide comprehensive eye examinations & regular prescription, sport & sun glasses to Special Olympic
     Athletes attending the State Games at Creighton University each year

· Examinations are conducted on the Creighton University campus in May

· Athletes having extra-special needs are referred to appropriate eye specialists for care

· A team consisting of optometrists, ophthalmologists, opticians & their associated companies & volunteer 
           Lions from across Nebraska give of their time, resources & services

· Go to www.md38.com Home/Documents/NLF for additional information & sign-up application
OPENING EYES CLINICAL DIRECTOR

· Manages Opening Eyes professional operations ~~ coordinates duties of the clinical staff volunteers, 

insures needed equipment & supplies are acquired & operational for screening day; serves as liaison with Nebraska Lions volunteers, the Special Olympic staff & Creighton University facility managers to insure a viable screening space is available & the examination process runs smoothly on screening days.     
PEACH/PEAR SALES 
· Easiest fundraiser you can do – especially after the first year.  Colorado peaches/pears sell themselves!
· Peach cobbler, pear butter, pear compote, fresh peaches with heavy cream, peach wine ~~ YUM! YUM!!
· A great way for Club’s to help the Foundation ~~ that’s why the project was originally started!!
· Clubs are encouraged to donate $4.00 of their profits per lug to the Foundation.

RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT

· Generate funds for YOUR Foundation.  We are always looking for unique & larger fundraisers.

· We strongly encourage more Nebraska Lions Clubs to participate in NLF fundraising projects.

· Raffles, Gift Baskets, Silent Auctions, Horse Race at State Convention, etc.
· Every Nebraska Lion should be at least a Sustaining Member ($25) every year.

· Other Recognitions:  Lifetime Member ($300); Hascall-Biggs Lions Legacy Award ($1000);

· Awards:  Builder ($50); Senior Builder ($100); Grand Builder ($250); Master Builder ($500);
Dennis Hull Fellowship ($1000)
SIGHT

· Spearheaded the Weigel-Williamson Vision Rehabilitation Clinic Project ~~ state-of-art exam equipment.

· Satellite locations > Lincoln, Grand Island & Sioux City

· Lions of Nebraska Eye Bank & the University of Nebraska Medical Center work with our committee 

· Responsible for Used Eye Glass Recycling Program statewide.

· Please throw away glass cases & pack the used eyeglasses in stackable copy paper boxes

· Please fill the boxes full-up before storing

· We support Radio Talking Book Services who support visually impaired Nebraskans.

· We work Nebraska special-vision needs.

· KidSight Program

· Provides eye screenings to children throughout Nebraska

· Focuses on children two to six years old - can be used for children & adults -6 months & up

· Matching Funds available up to $250 for kids referred by KidSight screenings if family or Club needs financial assistance for follow-up care.  Go to www.md38.com Home/Documents/NLF for applications

· Uses Welcsh-Allyn-Hillrom Spot Vision Screeners ($7000 each) ~~ 85-90% detection accuracy 

· Screenings held in preschools, early childhood centers, kindergartens, health fairs & public events

· Issues detected include:  misaligned eyes, astigmatism, near/far sightedness, gaze issues & more

· Five (5) screening cameras are available for use in each District

· KidSight cameras are separate from the Foundation’s Mobile Screen Unit cameras
YOUTH ACTIVITIES

· NEBRASKA LIONS YOUTH LEADERSHIP CAMP  ~~ Three (3) day event in June ~~ $100 fee

· Next camp in 2022 at Timberlake Ranch, Marquette, Nebraska.
· Application Form + $25 ~~ Remaining $75 either as payment or scholarship donation
      -     Earmarked for middle school students (6th to 9th grades) who have shown top leadership potential

      -     Activities:  building teamwork, trust, confidence, communication, problem-solving,
                               practical knowledge, adventure, recreation & fun ~~ lots of FUN!!!                                                                                                         
      -    Events: wall climbing/repelling, high ropes, zip lines, canoeing/kayaking, swimming, 
                           campfires & more

      -    Go to www.md38.com  click on NLF then Youth Activities for information & Application Form
      -    Applications available after January 1, 2022.
· NEBRASKA LIONS HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR ALL-STAR GOLF TOURNAMENT

· Annually select newly graduated high school seniors to compete in a two-day golf tourney

· Girls & boys who finished in the top of the Nebraska High School Golf Championships are invited

· The All-Star Tourney is held at Meadowlark Hills Golf Course, Kearney, NE in late June

· Kearney Lions host a free cookout for the All-Stars & their families & friends after Day 1
· For 19 years ~~ this event has brought the LIONS message to thousands of Nebraskans
YOUTH DISASTER

· “Buddy Bags” are assembled & stored in Broken Bow & with each District Governor ready for
 distribution to children ages 4-10,  who are involved in emergency situations ~~ floods, tornadoes, fires

· “Buddy Bags” contain ~~ paper, pencils, games, coloring books, crayons, blankets, stuffed animals, soap,            
  tooth brushes, snacks, etc.         
· Contact your District Governor or a member of the NLF Youth Disaster Committee to get “Buddy Bags”
DISASTER TRAILER

· The NLF  implements policies & operating instructions regarding a state-wide available trailer used to 
 assist first responders with food/water during natural disasters affecting Nebraska communities

· When professionals & volunteers arrive at the disaster scene, the NLF will be there to provide support.
